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acter, dedicated to St. Canute ; these were of the nature of
friendly societies, affording to the middle classes economic
and legal protection which the State could not as yet
adequately provide.
The period The period of Svein and his five sons was on the whole
of civil wars Qne Q£ tranquillity, in which the revolt culminating in the
murder of St. Canute was the most violent episode. There
was the danger, to which Denmark was constantly exposed,
from the attacks of Wendish pirates, who made it suffer what
other countries had experienced from it in the past. But
there were no serious disputes over the succession, and the
German king was too much occupied with civil war to attempt
to reimpose his suzerainty. At the end of the period, how-
ever, the internal harmony was completely broken. In the
reign of Niel, the king's son Magnus murdered his cousin
Canute Lavard, who as duke of Schleswig had been successful
against the Wends and was therefore a likely candidate for
the throne. There was now a strong German king, Lothar,
who being a Saxon was especially interested in the Danish
march and in authority over the Wends. He had an excuse
for intervention, as Canute had received Wagria and the
territory of the Obotrites as a fief from him, and therefore
was his vassal. The king of Denmark found it prudent to
pay compensation for the murder, and Magnus did homage to
Lothar. Niel and his son continued, however, to make war
on the family of Canute Lavard, but they were both killed
in 1134, and Canute's brother Eric became king. He, too,
found it wise to seek recognition from Lothar, whose pro-
tection he needed, and so the link of subordination to Germany
continued. Eric's abdication in 1147 was followed by ten
more years of internal strife, three cousins disputing the
succession. The survivor, Waldemar I, the son of Canute
Lavard, ascended the throne in 1157, and his accession
brought the period of civil war to an end.
Waldemar I But the tie with Germany was not yet broken. One
of Waldemar's rivals, Svein, had sought the protection of
Frederick Barbarossa and done homage to him in 1152,
and Saxon troops had fought on his side, Waldemar him-
self was as yet too insecure to stand alone, and he too
recognised the overlordship of the German king. Further,
Denmark, exhausted by civil war, was unable to cope with

